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Lynn Barnes 

Presidents Corner 

I love working with wood and 

everything that involves in creating 

stuff with it. Sometimes when I’m 
getting towards the end of an 

extensive and frustrating wood 

project, I get to the point, I think to 

myself, “ahh, that’s good enough. 
I’m done.” It’s not perfect, but it’s… 

GOOD ENOUGH. 

Now, some folks are real 

perfectionists when creating wood 

projects. Some of the world’s 
greatest artisans have been like 

that. Take Leonardo Da Vinci, for 

instance. The most valuable and 

praised painting in the entire world 

is the “Mona Lisa.” This famous 
portrait by Da Vinci was 

commissioned by a patron to 

celebrate a birthday. If Leonardo 

had simply been interested in just 

getting an ordinary gig, he could 
have painted the portrait in a month 

and received his paycheck and then 

moved on. But money was never 

the shiny object with him. Did you 

know that it took Da Vinci 16 years 
to paint his treasured masterpiece…

and the painting has up to 30 

different layers of paint! 

But, why would Da Vinci do that? 

Why would he keep adding more 
and more paint to his artwork? Well, 

he did that because he kept working 

and reworking the image; until he 

was pleased with it. And he loved 

this painting so much; that he never 
gave it to his intended client. He 

kept it for himself for years 

afterward. Talk about dedication! 

You know, there is just so many 

barks in dog before they just give 

up!!! 

I have great news! The Executive 

Board has added more exclusive 

benefits to our entire membership 

roll of the CVWA! The Board has 

added too, authorized and 
arranged, special deals and 

discounts with Rockler.com, 

Woodline.com, and from Campbell 

Supply! We will announce all these 

to the group at the July meeting. 
Hopefully, more will be applied to 

our group from other companies as 

they materialize for us in the future! 

Don’t forget about that our 

upcoming August meeting, when we 
will be crowning our “Wood Motion 

Challenge” Champion!  No prizes, 

just bragging rights! 

We have our CVWA Annual Picnic 

coming up on Sunday, September 
13th. Also, we need some of your 

old “Show & Tell” projects for Cattle 

Congress and scroll saw 

demonstrators. See Reed Craft. 
Also, we need projects for the Cedar 

Falls Public Library Display Starting 

September 1st – October 31st. Rod 

Lair is heading up that endeavor. 

I’m in the process in arranging an 
Amana Furniture Factory Tour with 

CVWA including Spouses for a day 

shopping trip/meal in Amana and 

ending the trip at Woodcraft in Iowa 

City this summer! 

We are in need of a 1st Vice- 
(Continued on page 4 
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Calendar 
July 2026 

NEXT Club Meeting Tuesday July 14,  2026   AT The Waterloo Center for the  ARTS 220 COMMERCIAL ST   at 6:30 PM  

Speaker Video  reconstructing  the Cathedral of Notar Dame  

The next Executive Board meeting  Tuesday  July 21, 2026 at 7 PM at Cedar Falls Public Library 524 Main Cedar Falls   

Corridor Wood turners meeting   Thursday  July 16, 2026 at  6:30 at the Marion High School  Wood Shop 

August 2026 

NEXT Club Meeting   Tuesday August 11,  2026  AT The Waterloo Center for the  ARTS 220 COMMERCIAL ST   at 6:30  

 Speaker   TBA  

The next Executive Board meeting  Tuesday  18, August 2026 at 7 PM at Cedar Falls Public Library 524 Main Cedar Falls   

Corridor Wood turners meeting   Thursday  August 13,  2026 at  6:30 at the Marion High School  Wood Shop 

September 2026 

Next Club  Meeting  ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC Sunday  September  13. 2026  1:00  PM AT Island Park Cedar Falls 

Speaker : Tour TBA at a later date 

The next Executive Board meeting Tuesday 15 June 2026   at 7 PM at Cedar Falls Public Library 524 Main Cedar Falls  Cedar    

Corridor Wood turners meeting   Thursday  June 17,  2026 at  6:30 at the Marion High School  Wood Shop 

Editors Notes 
 

CVWA New Member  Campaign  

 2026: 
 

 Be a sponsor bring a  guests when your guest joins the club, 
you get 5 raffle tickets for a tool drawing in 2026.  You can use 

the tickets or give them to the new member. 

Questions: contact Rod Lair or any board member. 

 

Annual Picnic 

Date: September 13, 2026 

Place: Island Park Cedar Falls Ia. Shelter 1 

Time 1:00 PM 

Club will furnish Meat Buns and Condiments 

Members need to bring a hot or cold dish to pass, table service and drinks 

Tours: TBA 
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9 June 2026  CVWA Club Meeting 
Minutes 

   

President Lynn Barnes called the meeting to order 
promptly at 6:30 PM.   
 
 38 Members 0 new members and 3 guests were present:  
    
Guests: Jim Brumbaugh, Robin Raueller, and Julie Heiple 
 
Thank you to:   

Chuck Bachman, Jim Mastain, and Steve Dewey 
for furnishing treats.  

Rod Lair and John Gilber for making coffee. 
 
Announcements:  
Lynn Barnes: 
For 2026: We are currently in a CVWA New Member-
ship Campaign! We have 68 paid up members + 1 
life member! And, for those members that their dues 
are not up to date, please do so ASAP. 
With being said, we are looking for new member 
sponsors, bring a guest to a CVWA Meeting and let’s 
get acquainted! When they join the club, the sponsor 
gets 5 free raffle tickets for a tool drawing during 
2026. You can use the tickets whenever and howev-
er you choose. 
We need nominations for vacancies for 1st Vice Presi-
dent & 2nd Vice-President 
CVWA Executive Board Meeting Next Tuesday the 
16th at the CF Public Library 2nd Floor Conference 
Room at 7:00 pm. We are always looking for new 
board members and their ideas they bring.  
Cedar Falls Library 2nd Floor Display Case reserved 
Sept 1st to Oct 31st Need projects for the case both 
for Cattle Congress and for the Library Display 
We need volunteers for the scroll saw demonstration 
at Cattle Congress. See Reed Craft for details. 
CVWA Tool Sale/ Project Yard Sale has been put on 
hold 
Tool Challenge: Wood Motion Challenge Winner de-
clared at August Meeting.   Example: garden sculp-
ture, whirligig, Toys, Windmills etc.  If it moves, it is 
eligible!   
Speaker Presentation: Dan Risse working with 
Epoxy Finishes 
Next July 14th Speaker Presentation: TBD by Ex-
ecutive Board   Audience ideas? 
Next Club Meeting: July 7th, 6:30 pm 
Winner of Monthly Raffle: Julie Heiple 
 
Winner of Plinko: Jack Ackerman 
 
Show and Tell Items included:  
Kevin Gage - Cribbage board - 
Box - Rod Laird 
Puzzle frame - Reed Craft 
Tissue box - Lynn Barnes 

 
The program was presented by: Dan Risse: working 
with Epoxy Finishes 
Dave Turner: Church Bench Repair 
With no other business, the meeting adjourned: 7:57 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Milo Mead, Secretary 
 
 
 

Cedar Valley Woodworkers 
Executive Board Meeting Minutes 

16 June 2026 
 

Meeting called to order by President Lynn Barnes at 7 

P.M. at Cedar Falls Public Library, 2nd Floor Confer-

ence Room. 

Members Present: 
Lynn Barnes, Stephen Crouse, Reed Craft, John Gilbert, 
Rod Lair, Milo Mead, Dave Turner & Jim Wikle 
 
Secretary’s Report: Milo Mead presented the monthly 
Secretary’s Report. Motion to approve was made by Dave 
Turner. 2nd by John Gilbert. Approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Reed Craft presented the monthly 
Treasurer’s Report. Motion to approve was made by Jim 
Wilke. 2nd by Dave Turner Approved. 
 
Agenda:  

   
1.   July MeetingTreats: Dan Webb, Roger Tim-
mer, and Mike Timmer. John Gilber and Rod 
Laird to make coffee? 
  
2.   Membership Drive Review: Rod’s Member-
ship Incentive Update – Rod/Steve/Dave Is 
going well, getting new members.  
  
3.   Next Speaker Update? Ideas/ Tours/ Vide-
os? Non woodworking related speakers? – 
Dave. Jim Wilke discussed possibly of a video 
on the rebuilding of Westminster Cathedral. 
Maybe fire chief on shop fire safety. Maybe 
Shoemaker Elevators for presentation? Maybe 
Kreg for presentation on their new ion battery 
tools. Will have Cathedral video. 
  
4   New “Plinko” Rollout. Will run it another 

month.  
  

(Continued on page 4) 
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5.    1st Vice President – 2nd Vice President 
– Vacancies/nominees. Discussed. Maybe 
Steve Dewey?  
  
6.    New CVWA Sponsor Benefits: Rock-
ler / Woodline / Campbell Supply / Ace 
Hardware. Go to rocklerprofessional.com 
website. Lynn will announce at General 
Meeting. Jim will put in newsletter. 
  
7. CF Public Library Display Case Sept 
1st to Oct 31st Need projects – Member-
ship Drive. Rod is on it.  
  
8.  Readiness for Annual Picnic - Cattle 
Congress – Gifts for Christmas. Will have 
picnic sign-up sheet for picnic at next 
general meeting. Lynn will announce at 
next general meeting for volunteers to 
show shop for after picnic tours. Picnic is 
on Sunday, Sept. 13, 2026. Lynn will an-
nounce we need projects at next General 
Meeting. Discussed Cattle Congress dis-
play ser up, scroll saw demonstration.  
  
9. New Woodworkers Challenge: Wood in 
Motion August Meeting Members Vote on 
Winner. Discussed 
  
10. Old Business (none) 
   
11.New Business: Milo asked if we wanted 
a new membership directory made. Milo 
will update the directory to include current 
membership with their information. 

 
Next General Meeting date: 14 July 2026 
Next Executive Board Meeting date: 21 July 2026 

Newsletter Deadline: 24 June 2026 

Motion to Adjourn: 8:12 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Milo Mead, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plinko Rules 

We started a new additional raffle game, that is very simi-
lar to our traditional $1 Tool Raffle. It’s called the $5 per 
coupon “Plinko Game.” Each CVWA Meeting, we will 
have 2 separate raffles.  First,  the traditional $1 Tool Raf-
fle and then secondly, a new $5 per raffle “Plinko” game. 
One lucky winner’s $5 coupon number will be randomly 
drawn from our second drawing to “Come on Down” for a 
chance to win a higher value door prize! The winner places 
the “Plinko” Chip at the very top of the “Plinko” board and 
whatever numbered slot the chip lands, they win that corre-
sponding door prize! The Door Prizes include items such 
as a brand new $400 Seiko Wall Clock, Menards Gift 
Card, Higher Value Tool, etc. All proceeds go to help pay 
our CVWA operational costs. The “Plinko” Raffle Game 
will start right after the short breaktime, just ahead of the 
Speaker’s Program. This way you can purchase as many 
$5 tickets as you wish!  So Good Luck and let the chip fall 
where it lands! 

President  

CVWA 

Lynn Barnes 

 

 

President and 2nd Vice President for 2027. 

Our next regular meeting is: Tuesday, July 

14th 6:30 pm at the Waterloo Center of the 
Arts. 

Our Woodworking presentation will be a 

video TBD. 

Most importantly, Be Safe, Have Fun & 
Happy Woodworking! 

President  

CVWA 

Lynn Barnes 
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Show and Tell 

Above Left: Tissue Box made as a House by Lynn Barnes 

Above Right: Puzzle Frame by Reed Craft 

Below: Cribbage board and Box by Kevin Gade 
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Show and Tell 

Top :  Jewelry  Box by Rod Lair 

Below : Dan Risse this months speaker  explaining using epoxy  om woodworking 
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List of Mentors for Club Members.  I believe the mentor’s time is free, but the 

person being mentored is expected to cover any material costs.  

 

Has the Ability to figure MOST problems out—Dick Buchanan, 277-2477, rbuchanan@cfu.net 

Furniture and Cabinet Building, Jerry Krug, 475-2391, jandjkrug@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classes and Services for Pay by Fellow Club Members 

Carl Leavell 319-233-4491  Sharpening Service 

NEW  PATTERN TEMPLATE LIBRARY 

Your executive board has developed a new loaner program that might be of interest to each of you. Though 
the contribution of several different individuals the following full size templates are available for check-out 
by club members: 

 

Nativity sets:     Rocking horse:      Two different doll cradles 

Mission Wall Clock #49586. Size-21 1/8”H X 14 1/2” W X 6 1/4” D 

Mission Mantel Clock #49584.  Size 16 5/8” H X 12 3/4” H X 5 3/4” D 

Mirrored Mantel Clock #49606.  Size 16” H X 10” W X 7” D 

Atkins Mantel Clock #49643.  Size 34” H X 12” W X 6 7/8” D 

Carrington Mantel Clock # 49673.  Size 12 1/4” H X 9 1/2” W X 5” D 

Bedford II Mantel Clock #49004.  Size  10 1/2” H X 18” W X 7 3/8” D 

Key Cabinet Wall Clock # 49028.  Size 14 1/2” H X 10” W X 4 1/2” D 

Dearborn Regulator Wall Clock #49604. Size 18 1/8” H X 11 3/8” W X 4 1/2” D 

Mirror & Coat Rack #49199. Size 48 3/4” H X 26 1/4” W X 8” D 

Colonial Desk #435.  48” Wide– 8 drawers 

Assorted Bird Houses 

 

Should any of  you have a pattern template set that your willing to share, call a board member 
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Elected Committee Members 

 

President John Gilbert  

 

1st Vice President  Matt Mulnix 

  
   

   

2nd Vice President 

   

Secretary  Steve Robb  

  

  

Treasurer   Reed Craft 

     

 
Appointed Committee Members 

Committee Members Mark Widdel 

 

Committee Member Milo Mead 

Committee Member Dennis Gilroy 

 

 

Committee Member Gene Knief 

   

  

Committee Member Don Diestler 

 

Membership  Dave Turner 

  

  

Club photographer Dave Turner 

  

 

Refreshment Chairman John Gilbert  

  

Newsletter  Jim Wikle 

 

  
 

Officers and Committee Members 

Please remember to patronize our Sponsors!**  

Member ID required for discounts 

Woodsmith Store** 
2900 University #230 

Clock Tower Square 

West Des Moines IA 

50266 

515-254-9494 or 

1-800-835-5084  

Pittsburgh Paints 

528 West 5th St. 

Waterloo, IA 50701 

319-234-1739 

**501 West 1st Avenue  

Durant, Iowa 52747-9729 

800-344-6657  

Acme Tools ** 

1943 Blair's Ferry Rd.  

Cedar Rapids, Ia. 

319-363-2211 

Sherwin Williams 

Waterloo Cedar Falls   

And  2 

Nation wide 
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